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P & C meetings are held on the fourth 
Monday of the month.  The next  
meeting  is on: 
Date:  Monday 27 November 

2017 

Time:    6:00pm 
Where:   Library 

 This is a chance to meet  other parents and learn what is 
going on at your child’s school. 

 Become involved in your school community. 
 Have your say in  your child’s/children’s education. 
 Principal in attendance. 

P &  C Meetings 

Important Dates 
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responsibility and become a little more organised, and make time for 
revision and home study. 

 
School Planning 2018 - 2020 
At the next P&C meeting on Monday 27th November I will be 
presenting an outline of planning to date for our new three year 
strategic plan, 2018 – 2020. I will also be seeking further comment and 
advice from the P&C about the direction our school will be taking, and 
hence, where funds will be committed for the next 3 years. All parents 
are welcome to attend the P&C meetings and I would welcome any 
further input into this planning process. 
 
 

From the Principal’s Desk . . . 
 
Year 11 Starting the HSC Course 
Year 11 students have now commenced studies of their HSC 
courses. Students are reminded that, should they wish to drop a 
subject, this can only be done when all the necessary paperwork 
has been completed. This is a critical step, as Careers and 
Transition staff need to check that your pattern of study will still 
get you an HSC or an ATAR if you desire one. 

 
Years 7-10 
Other years have been studying hard in the lead up to their 
Yearly Examinations. I have challenged students to strive for 
their personal best and to achieve a better result than that they 
received in the half yearly. Students need to show some 
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Halloween Fun at Coles Medowie                                                            
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 
Our Senior Support Class students joined in the Halloween spirit 
along with staff at Coles Medowie this week. The students travel to 
Coles every Tuesday morning as part of their Work Experience 
program. 

Parents have their say . . . 

By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 

“Our daughter has grown immensely 
at Irrawang High School. She has 
thrived on the many subjects 
available aided by teachers who use 
creative strategies to maintain 
interest and understanding. With a 
range of electives on offer she has 
particularly engaged in the 
Agriculture program, becoming a 
member of the Show Team and is 
beginning to explore future study 
options in zoology/agriculture fields. 
I have found the staff at the school 
to be approachable and professional 
when we meet. With 2 more children 
starting at Irrawang over the next 2 
years we are very happy with the 
standard of teaching and the range 
of programs available.” 
Jacquie Ruhl 

  

“I am very happy with the education 
my daughter receives at Irrawang 
High. There is a huge array of 
opportunities across the school for 
all students. My happy daughter has 
become very involved in sport and 
also CAPA who offer Drum Corps, the 
annual tour and dancing. It has 
opened up a whole new world for 
her. I would definitely recommend 
Irrawang High School.” 
Alicia Willis 

  

“I love my daughter Kasey being at 
Irrawang High School and because 
the teachers are doing such a great 
job, she has maintained her high 
academic level. She has gained new 
skills as a member of the CAPA 
family in Senior Drums Corps, she 
respects her teachers and they 
respect her. 
My husband and I are excited for our 
son to start Year 7 in 2018, and 
hopefully he will join the Drum 
Corps. We are sure he will have the 
same wonderful experience our 
daughter has had.” 
Debbie Tyson 

“I must say that Irrawang High 

School has had all 3 of my girls 

start there in Year 7 and will see all 

3 complete Year 12. 

The Teachers and Support Staff at 
IHS have played a large role in 
supporting and shaping them into 
wonderful young women who are 
positive role models for others in 
the Raymond Terrace Community 
and beyond.   
  
This public school supports every 
student from the gifted and 
talented programs, to support- 
need classes for those students 
with learning difficulties and 
disabilities. Irrawang High School 
offered my children a 
comprehensive academic subject 
range and subject choices. This 
school supports student’s diversity 
& cultural backgrounds and 
encourages students to express 
creativity through performing 
arts.   
  

As a parent I am the teacher, 
leader, role model, discipliner and 
carer and in my absence this is the 
role I want my children’s teachers 
to be. 
 
 I value the schools Positive 
Behaviour for Learning 
expectations of Respect of self and 
others, Responsibility (own it) and 
strive for Personal Best (reach for 
the sky).” 
Donna Newell 
  

“I have always found the school 
very approachable if there is an 
issue, and all staff from the 
classroom teacher to the Principal 
are always very happy to help. 
 
I have also been impressed with 
the vast array of different types of 
excursions offered to our children 
which opens their minds to 
different non tertiary career 
pathways, as not all children will 
head to university. 
 
A visit with Plan-it Youth to TAFE 
has given my son a taste of the 
hospitality industry and he is keen 
to pursue this avenue at school 
next year.” 
Leanne Ferguson 

Hunter Valley Buses - changes to bus routes - effective 
Monday 23 October 2017 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 
If any student currently travels 
via routes 1251, 1341, 1371, 
1372, 1373, 1402, 1421, 1431, 
1461, 1651, 1671,2204, 2555 or 
the 138 departing Lemon Tree 
Passage 6:48am, please see Mrs 
Beasley in the photocopy room 
on Tuesday or Thursday or in 
the Science faculty Monday, 
Wednesday or Friday at the beginning of recess and she will issue 
you with a new timetable. 
 
The biggest change is for some Medowie students.  BUS 1371 has 
been replaced and will no longer run in the morning.  For all the 
information please visit: 
 
https://www.cdcbus.com.au/images/files/news/23-October-
School-Timetable-Changes/H_Irrawang_HS_23.10.2017.pdf 

STUDENT ACHIEVER OF THE WEEK 

Congratulations to the following students on their  excellent 
achievements: 
 
TERM 4 2017: 
 

Week 1: 
English:  Jacqueline Paroissien, Jack Sulis 
Mathematics: Kieran Baker, Kiara Jewell, Lachlan Murphy, Teeya 
Saunders 
TAS: Shayley McGrorey-Clarke 
PDHPE:  Emalee Ruba, Jaycob Burke, Tazmyn Arday, Jacob 
Edwards 
 

Week 2: 
PDHPE:  Ethan Adams, Kaylah Cumberland,  Brianna Knight 



 

 

 

Farewell Mrs de Plater 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs de Plater Retires 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 
Happy Retirement Mrs de Plater! 
 
It is with sadness that we say farewell to Maths teacher Mrs Jenine 
de Plater who is retiring after a wonderful 38 year teaching career. 
 
After graduating from Sydney University, Mrs de Plater taught at 
Casula HS from 1980 – 1982. From there she moved to Baradine CS, 
Coonabarabran HS then to Mackellar Girls HS in Manly where she 
taught from 1988 – 1994. 
 
One of the highlights of Mrs de Plater’s career at Mackellar Girls 
was “teaching Layne Beachley and asking her to leave the classroom 
because of her constant chatter”, an event which they both laughed 
about when they saw each other out and around in Manly.  Several 
Olympians were also past pupils. 
 
In 1997 Mrs de Plater joined the IHS staff as Maths teacher, and has 
taught all years and all levels during that time. 
“I enjoy challenging the brightest students and also pride myself on 
patiently explaining the subject to students who are less 
mathematically minded,” said Mrs de Plater. 
 
Whilst teaching Maths, Mrs de Plater has also been involved in 
many extracurricular activities including: 
 

 The annual Australian Maths Competition 

 Seasons for Growth 

 Year Advisor 2011 - 2015 

 Peer Support Training 

 Assisting at Showcase 

 Tournament of the Minds 

 Taking Years 8 and 9 to Luna Park for many years 
 
“I have had a very rewarding career and still keep in contact with 
many past students and am proud to have played a small role in 
their amazing careers,” Mrs de Plater said. 
 
Retirement plans include travel, lots of fine food and wine, craft, 
volunteering and a move to their house in Newcastle with her 
husband Stephen who is also retiring from the Uniting Church in 
Raymond Terrace as a Parish Minister. 
 
Mrs de Plater, our whole school wishes you both a long, happy and 
healthy retirement. 

New uniforms for school leaders  
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 
Nice bit of retail therapy for our new School Leaders at the end of 
last term as we headed to Lowes for the school to purchase new 
uniforms for them all.  They all looked great and will represent our 
school with pride. 



 

 
PBL 

Koala Cafe 

Community PBL winners 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 
Congratulations to our first two adult 
Community PBL winners this term, Ms Renee 
Allison (pictured below left with Principal, 
Mr Baxter) and Ms Vicki Catt  (2nd from left). 
Mrs Allison was nominated for her long term 
commitment in co-ordinating the IHS 
Breakfast Club and for her compassion with 
students in her role as School Chaplain and 
Ms Catt for her ongoing passion and 

dedication to students in our Support 
Classes.  Both receive a coffee and cake 
voucher at Michel's Patisserie and Café at 
MarketPlace Raymond Terrace. 
 
Our two student winners this term have 
been:  
 
Rhea Blair-Kearins  
Nominated for her involvement in many 
extra-curricular activities at school including 
Aboriginal education activities, sporting 
teams and Junior Drum Corps. Rhea 

(pictured 3rd from left) takes pride in each 
group she is involved with whilst also 
encouraging other students to do their best.  
 
Rebecca Collins 
For her excellent and creative 
communication skills in publicising the 
recent CAPA tour with videos and photos in 
her role as CAPA Ambassador (pictured 4th 
from left). 
 
Well done ladies!! 

 

Koala Café - open for business 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 

The IHS Koala Café was open for business 
again recently with Year 11 hospitality 
students practising all their service skills on 
delighted staff. Their teacher (and qualified 

chef) Mr Enright was also on hand.  Year 10 
students who have elected to study 
hospitality next year were also cooking up a 
storm in our kitchens.  
 
The delicious menu included Chicken Caesar 
Wraps, Grilled Haloumi and Pumpkin Salad 
and Passionfruit Cream Cupcakes.  From the 
beverages menu there was a choice of 

Banana Smoothie, Orange Mango Frappe 
and Lemon Lime Spritzer as well as six 
choices of coffee.  
 
Can’t wait for the next Cafe ( hint hint Mr 
Enright and Tash, his able assistant). 

 



 

 

CAPA Tour 
By Mrs M Rembarz 
CAPA Faculty 
 

“Beyond the Black Stump” CAPA Tour 2017 is officially over! Forty 
three incredible CAPA students travelled over 4100kms, through 
regional NSW, to the outback of QLD and to the coast.  
 
As they journeyed they experienced a diverse array of the 
geographical wonders of Australia. They proved their talents and 
shone as CAPA stars throughout each performance, from Miles State 
School to the QANTAS Founders Museum in Longreach and 
Dreamworld Australia on the Gold Coast.  

 

CAPA Tour 



 

 
Touch Footy Finals 

RTBC - Congratulations Chris! · Congrats Roan! 

 

Congrats Roan! 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
Wow it's been a busy year for our Futsal playing Year 10 student Roan 
Panther. He headed off to Hong Kong and China in August and these last 
holidays he played in the Under 17s Northern NSW Schools team in 
Brisbane. Roan's team has now been selected to represent Australia and 
tour to Brazil in March/April next year. 
 
Way to go, Roan!  CONGRATULATIONS! 

Hunter Region touch footy finals 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 

Irrawang High sent a Year 7 and 8 mixed Touch Football team to 
Broadmeadow  recently to compete in the Hunter Regional finals.  
 

The boys displayed integrity and great skill on the day, but 
unfortunately did not make the final. We came away with some 
great learnings for next year and posted a great win on the day 
against Hunter River High School (IHS 3 - HRHS 2).  
 

A massive thank you to the lovely parents who helped out with 
transportation and came to support our boys.  
 

Another huge thank you to Mr Hurley for his time and effort in 
preparing the boys for the event.  

Raymond Terrace Bowling Club 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 

Did you know that our good friends and supporters at the Raymond 
Terrace Bowling Club run the Jets Academy for our junior boys and 
girls to introduce them to the world of Lawn Bowls?   There are 
many experienced players at the Club who are willing to pass on 
their knowledge of the sport to our young people, with sports 
scholarships on offer to those juniors who show commitment to 
the game. 
 

Despite the idea that 
lawn bowls is for older 
players, bowls is a game 
for everyone and in fact 
the youngest player in 
Australia registered 
when he was just 6. 
 

Congrats to IHS Year 11 
student Chris Kent and his partner who competed in and won the 
Raymond Terrace Bowling Club Junior Pairs Championship during 
the holidays. 
 

Please contact the Club on 4987 2404 if you would like further 
information. 



 

 

James plays in Rugby League World Cup 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 

  
Huge CONGRATULATIONS to SLSO ( Teacher’s Aide), James 
Elias who recently played the most important game of his life - 
for the Lebanon Cedars in the Rugby League World Cup.  
They played their first game against France on October 29 and 
had a resounding win,  defeating France 29-18 in Canberra. 
  
The second game is against England in Sydney on November 4 
and the third is against Australia in Sydney on November 11. 
Having battled quite a few injuries over the past few years, 
James's selection is a testament to his hard work, 

perseverance and determination to make the squad.  
GOOD LUCK James! We will be following you every step of 
the way 

Congratulations James! 
Sport 

Sport 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 

Senior sport was held at school during the first week back and 
boy was there fierce competition between the Houses of 
Osborne, Bramley, Moy and Dawson. In a Round Robin 
format, students were encouraged to participate in school 

colours at touch football, netball, soccer, dodgeball and 
basketball. 
 
Junior sport was held in the same format with Osborne taking 
out 1st, Bramley 2nd, Moy 3rd and Dawson 4th. 
 



 

 

 

Debating 
Congratulations Annabel, Monique and Rebecca 

Junior debating 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 

It was a pleasure to welcome Dungog High students to school at the 
end of last term, to take part in a debate with our Junior Debating 
team. 
 

The topic – “that people should be able to receive compensation 
from fast food companies for health damage” was debated in the 
affirmative by our students. Our students debated well with lots of 
definition but unfortunately were defeated by a narrow margin. 
 

Adjudicator Pam Bennett commented, “It was a very close debate 
and the IHS students did a really good job. There has been an 
incredible improvement with their debating since I first met this 
group of students.” 
 

Well done everyone and big thanks to Head Teacher Mrs Wallace 
for her coaching and ongoing support of our debaters! 

Congratulations Annabel and Monique! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  Annabel  Bisley   and   Monique  D’Arcy  -  who 
found out recently they each have had works from their DANCE HSC 
Practical Exams  (which occurred in August)  nominated  for possible 
selection in 'CALLBACK'. 
 
'Callback' is a HSC Showcase held at Sydney's Seymour Centre each 
February that displays exemplary works from the Dance HSC. While 
a nomination does not ensure final selection, it is still an 
outstanding achievement.  Annabel received nominations for Core 
Performance and Major Study Composition, with Monique receiving 
a nomination for Major Study Composition ⭐️ 
 
Wonderful news to receive! 

CAPA Ambassador 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 

Huge congrats to our new 2017/2018 CAPA Ambassador, 
Year 11 student Rebecca Collins.  
 
Our outgoing Ambassador Monique D’Arcy made the 
announcement at assembly on the last week of Term. She 
spoke of Rebecca’s positivity and enormous dedication and 
involvement within CAPA, always helping teachers and 
encouraging other students with her natural leadership 
abilities. 
 
Well done Rebecca and thank you Monique for being such an 
incredible role model for the CAPA students this year! 
 
Pictured from left: Monique, Rebecca and Head Teacher 
CAPA, the amazing Ms Robinson 



 

 

Year 12 celebrates! 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 

Our Year 12 Celebration Day has been a 
resounding success with our amazing Year 12 
students raising a huge $1212.30 from 
today’s activities for the Westpac Helicopter. 
This charity was chosen in appreciation of 
assistance they gave to Year 12 student 
Nikita Taylor when she was involved in an 
accident earlier in the year. 
 

The day kicked off with students greeting 

staff at the gates, while at the same time 
kindly asking for donations to park their cars. 
Mr Baxter was surprised when he came face 
to face with his doppelganger Mr Baxter 
(alias Lincoln) and Hawaiian Baxter (alias 
Nikita). 
 

Breakfast pancakes were then the order of 
the day before a hilarious whole school 
assembly.  Students paid to see their 
favourite teachers (and the odd Principal and 
Deputy or 2) given a taste of a cream pie in 
the face before being dunked in cold water.  
All for a great cause – of course. 

To top off the fun for the whole school, a 
disco was held in the hall at recess.  The Year 
12 students then headed up to the oval for 
some water fun and to spend some time by 
themselves before their final day tomorrow. 
 

It really is a huge congrats to the student 
organisers of today’s activities - it was a 
smooth, well planned and well run morning. 
inclusive of every student.  All students were 
respectful and very well behaved.  Thank 
you! 
 

 

Year 12 Celebration Day 

 



 

 

Year 12 Graduation 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 
Thirteen years of schooling have come to an end for our Year 12 
students who graduated last term.  It was a day of laughs, tears and 
successes as we celebrated their achievements over the past six 
years at Irrawang High.  
 
With their Year 12 Advisor Ms Sheriff's assistance, the school leaders 
led a well organised assembly and proved how far these outstanding 
students have come.   In his Principal's address, Mr Baxter urged the 
students to recognise their potential and make the most of . . . every 
opportunity. 
 
The Year 12 CAPA students once again and for the final time paid 
tribute to Mrs Rembarz and Ms Robinson as well as their other 
teachers for their encouragement and support over the years.  A 
few teachers made surprise appearances – Mr Wyllie with his rap 
especially written and dedicated to the Year 12 students and Mr 
Tonks, Mrs Rembarz and Ms Robinson appearing in the final Year 12 
Drum Corps appearance. 
 
Huge congratulations to Taylah Parker on achieving Dux of the 
Year -and well deserved for such a hard working young lady. 
 
As always, our School Leaders passed the mantle and badged the 
new leaders who will do a fine job representing our school over the 
next 12 months. 
 
Another fantastic effort from the Year 11 hospitality students who 
catered the event, and also the Year 10 helpers. Every delicious 
canapé/slice/cake was made from scratch, much to the delight of all 
the families and students. You must be very proud Mr Enright! 
 
So to all our Year 12 students - we wish you every success in 
whatever you choose to do, and good luck to you all for your HSC.  
We are there for you every step of the way. 
 
Wise words from Dr Seuss . . . 
Kid, you’ll move mountains! 
Today is your day! 
Your mountain is waiting. 
So . . . get on your way! 
  
Thanks for the photos, Mrs Lilley!  

 

Year 12 Graduation 



 

 

 

 

Year 12 Graduation 



 

 

 

Year 12 Graduation 
Tomorrow Man Workshop 

Year 12 boys workshop 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 
Our Year 12 young men engaged in an amazing 2 hour workshop 
today on Reinventing Masculinity, Disrupting Stereotypes and 
Strengthening Emotional Muscle run by facilitators Tom and Zac 
from Melbourne business, Tomorrow Man.  
 
Essentially the workshop was about breaking down out-dated 
stereotypes, with completely frank conversations including every 
young man present exploring how they can better look after 

themselves, their mates and their families. 
 
The comments from Jack, Bob, Adrian, James Johanne and Lachie 
after the workshop had finished were very interesting; 
 
“This workshop should be for every boy;”  “We could relate to Tom 
and Zac and everything they said;” “This has brought us closer as a 
Year group;” “It has opened our eyes into other peoples’ worlds.” 
 
Tom and Zac - thank you for your lovely words about our "well 
behaved, awesome respectful young men." 



 

 

Well done, Karly! 
Students Showcase Teapots · Tocal Champions 

Well done Karly! 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 

When our much loved Ag Teacher Miss Henry left our school 
a few months ago for a permanent position at Gosford High 
School, she requested that any monies raised for her farewell 
staff gift be given to Year 9 student Karly Page to attend the 
annual Live Cattle Assessment Course at Tocal Agricultural 
College. 
  

The popular three day course attended by around 65 
participants including school students, was run by the Angus 
Breed Society and held during the last holidays. The course 
itinerary consisted of a range of activities including lectures 
on meeting market specifications, bull selection, Estimated 
Breeding Values (EBV’s) and how to use them, followed up 
with hands on practical assessment of cattle provided from 
Tocal and well established cattle breeders in the local area. 
  

Through participation in this course, Karly has made many 
new contacts in the industry, experienced living on-site at 
Tocal Agricultural College and gained opportunities to 
complete future work experience on working farms. She also 
received a certificate to add to her resume`. 
  

Karly is pictured below with her certificate, along with Ms Henry 
who also attended the course. 

Students showcase their teapots at Michel’s 
Patisserie & Cafe 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 
Year 9 students Nicola 
Green and Delaya 
Johns, with a little 
help from their art 
teacher Miss Bangle, 
have been working 
hard in their 
lunchtimes to create 
really unusual, quirky 
but, beautiful teapots. 
So where else to 
display them but at 
Michel's Patisserie at 
MarketPlace Raymond 
Terrace.   
 
Steven and Kathryn 
have generously 
provided some space 
to showcase these 
delightful pieces so 
pop down there to 
have a look. 
 
Pictured above from left: Miss Bangle, Nicola, Delaya and Steven 

IHS champions! 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 
A big shout out to students who received ribbons at assembly last 
week from the recent Tocal School Steers Challenge. Blake and Ella 
also received ribbons on the day of the competition. 
Big congrats to the following: 

 Rachael Godfrey – 1st Senior Judging Novice 

 Amy Burrows – 2nd Senior Judging Novice 

 Ella Ruhl – 2nd Judging Senior 

 Sierra Noffke – 3rd Judging Junior 



 

 

 

Shannon said her mission through this journey is, “To become more 
confident within myself.  Beauty begins the moment you decide to 
be yourself.” 
 
We wish you all the very best of luck Shannon, and will follow your 
career with interest. 

Changemakers Conference 
Good Luck, Shannon! 

Ms Donnelly attends Changemakers Conference 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 
HSIE Head Teacher Mrs Cath Donnelly was invited as one of a dozen 
teachers to present at the innovative EC 17 Changemakers 
conference in Melbourne over the holidays, about the innovative 
and engaging activities that happen in the HSIE faculty at our 
school. 
  
The dedicated staff make sure their students are engaged in many 
interactive activities including; Fieldwork, Legal Studies, Stockton 
Beach, Mini United Nations and Orienteering excursions, and also 
incursions (where presenters come to our school) including the 
Vikings, Vietnam Bus and World War 1. 
  
The HSIE students also enter many competitions including; AsiaWise 
Challenge, Australian Geography Competition, NSW Geography 
Competition and the WeSSTA Trivia Day. 
  
Just another example of the many opportunities available to our 
students! 

Good luck, Shannon! 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 
Year 8 student Shannon Olive has a very bright future following 
news she has become a National Finalist in the prestigious 
Australian Continents Pageant. 
 
After being invited to apply for the Pageant by her modelling 
agency in Sydney, Shannon was selected as a National Finalist for 
the competition which recognises that everyone has the right to be 
their own kind of beautiful, the diversity between cultures and 
emphasises the opportunity to make new friends, embrace new 
experiences and try new challenges, all whilst meeting girls from all 
over our great nation. 
  
Unlike most other pageants the Australian Continents Pageant 
system honours inner beauty and there has no height, weight or 
age restrictions for its Ms and Mrs finalists! The Continents system 
is available for ages 5 and up! 
 
With National finals in Sydney only a few weeks away Shannon is 
busy preparing herself to take the stage with the hopes of taking 
out her division title! 
 
She will compete in various stages of judging including personal 
interview and onstage evening gown, fashion wear and swimwear 
rounds. There is also the option to compete in charity rounds and 
appearance rounds to claim bonus points. 
 
The division winners will fly to the United States next year to 
compete in the International Continents Pageant final as well as 
take home an amazing array of prizes from beauty products to 
shoes and clothing as well as scholarships and more! 
 



 

 

School Colour Fun Run—Wednesday 22nd 
November 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 
We are on the exciting countdown. 
 
The School Colour Fun Run was fantastic fun last year with students 
raising over $2000 for charity.  This year students will be raising 
money for an automated external defibrillator.  
 
Stay tuned for more details...  

 
 

Support class car wash 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 
Students from the Support Classes will be gaining some valuable 
work experience this term as they run their own car wash at school 
every Monday between 11:40 and 1:40pm.  

 
They will learn about the all important money, administration and 
advertising skills needed for the workforce. 
 
A trial run was held recently with some very eager workers cleaning 
staff cars – for a fee of course. 

Car Wash 
School Colour Fun Run 



 

 

Students wise up to driver safety 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 

Year 12 students from Irrawang High and Hunter River High recently 
participated in the ROADWHYZ road safety program, with the intention 
of empowering them with the knowledge and skills needed to stay safe 
on the roads.  
 
Students were encouraged to ask questions of the experts from a safe 
and professional environment, without feeling under pressure. 
Ultimately the main aim of the program is to keep our young people 
safe on the roads.  
 
To lighten the mood at this sometimes confronting and compelling 
presentation, students won prizes with a question and answer session. 
Definitely a beneficial and thought provoking presentation. 

Lexia Literacy Program 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 

The Lexia Program is a web based reading program that 
provides targeted practice and instruction for students to 
develop their reading skills. Students who have been 
selected to be a part of the program are encouraged to 
continue with this at home and teachers and parents can 
view their progress online.  Parents/carers will be receiving 
a letter from school on how to access the Lexia Program at 
home. 
 
Any interested parents who feel they would like their child 
to be a part of the program can contact Mrs Moore or Ms 
Liddell on 49874687 to discuss. 
 
 Pictured right is Ms Liddell with some of her students 

Lexia Program 
ROADWHYZ 



 

 

 Archibull judging 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 
After five months of planning and preparation, our Archibull 
entrants were finally judged two weeks ago. Great to see the 
creators of Benedict, the calf come over from Irrawang Public School 
to meet the judges.  And our Ken, senior Archibull looked so 

handsome! 
 
Huge thanks to our hugely talented art teachers Miss Bangle and Mr 
Wyllie who have invested so much time into this project, and the 
participating students for their enormous input, ideas, originality 
and creativity. 
 
Stay tuned for the final results . . . 

Year 8 Food Tech 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 

Year 8 Food Technology students are currently learning about food 
service and catering while cooking their way around the world.  

 

They made a stopover in Italy and made the classic Spaghetti 
Bolognaise, while a trip to Germany saw them cooking up an apple 
strudel storm. 
 

Hope they’re practicing their skills at home :) 

 

Year 8 Food Tech 
Archibull Judging · Elevate Program 

Elevate Program 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 

Our new Year 12 students participated in the study skills 
program Elevate at school recently.  
 
The students have a big year ahead and with having this 
workshop at the beginning of their final year it will set them on 
the path to improve their study techniques, increase 
motivation, build confidence, and lift exam performance.  
 



 

 

Meet Frida, the hero dog.  Frida has saved over 52 people, 
including 12 people in life-threatening situations after the 8.1 
magnitude earthquake that devastated Oaxaca in Mexico. 

Mayoral Academic Scholarships 
Congratulations Chris! 

   Will you be attending University or TAFE during 2018 

     If you are, you may be eligible for a Port Stephens Mayoral 

Academic Scholarship in 2018. Scholarships are available to students 

who are residents of Port Stephens and commencing their first year 

at university, TAFE, or other recognised private tertiary training 

provider in 2018. 

     In its ninth year, the Port Stephens Mayoral Academic Scholarships 

program is a partnership between Port Stephens Council and local 

businesses to support the next generation of business and industry 

leaders in Port Stephens as they embark on their tertiary study. 

 

      To  apply, you will be required to complete an application form and attach an 

up-to-date resume, two written character references, a copy of your HSC 

results as issued by the Board of Studies and a ‘Letter of Offer’ from 

University, TAFE, or other tertiary training provider. 

     Shortlisted applicants will be invited to attend an interview for final selection. 

     Scholarship recipients will be selected on the basis of: 

 academic merit 

 resume 

 character references 

 community involvement 

 interview skills 

 other circumstances, such as hardship, social disadvantage or        disability 

     The scholarships will be awarded at an official presentation ceremony on Thursday 

15 February 2018, and successful applicants must be available to attend. 

     Application forms will be available for download on 18 December 2017 

from www.portstephens.nsw.gov.au, or can be collected from the 

Council Administration Building, Raymond Terrace Library, Tilligerry 

Library or Tomaree Library and Community Centre 

    For more information about the program contact 

Economic Development on 0249800255 or email 

ed@portstephens.nsw.gov.au 

 
 
 

Mayoral Academic  

Scholarships 2018 

PROGRAM FACT SHEET 

Chris Kent volunteers at 
Commonwealth Games 
By Mrs L Fagan 
Community Liaison Officer 
 
Big shout out to Year 11 student Chris Kent who has 
been selected to volunteer in the sport of Lawn Bowls 
for the Commonwealth Games on the Gold Coast in 
April 2018.  
 
Chris   has   been   playing   with   the  Raymond   Terrace 
Bowling  Club Jets Academy for four years and also plays 
Pennants.  He  volunteered  so  he  could   gain  valuable 
knowledge from the most senior players and have fun at 
the same time. 
 
Exciting times ahead Chris, look forward to hearing all 
about it. 

http://www.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:ed@portstephens.nsw.gov.au


 

 

 

 

Positions Vacant  

Canteen Supervisor Irrawang High School 
  
  Irrawang High School (IHS) P&C Association are seeking a suitable candidate   
  to fill the role of Canteen Supervisor.  IHS currently has an enrolment of 730    
  students.  
  
  We are looking for a person who is friendly, reliable, organised and motivated   
  with a strong work ethic. Exceptional time management skills, effective  
  communication and excellent interpersonal skills to work with the  P&C and   
  school community, are essential.               

  
The successful applicant will work closely with the P&C Executive, school principal, students and parent volunteers and 
is responsible for the profitable management and operation of the school canteen in accordance with the Department 
of Education.   
 
Proposed start date: Immediate 
The position is casual, working Mon-Friday (5 days/week) during school terms from 7.30am - 2.30pm. 
Employment terms and conditions will be in line with the Fast Food Industry Award 2010.  
 
Duties Include:  
Liaise with P&C Executives, count/balance/bank money daily, preparation of fresh food, catering for small school 
meetings/functions, serving students and staff, maintaining cleanliness of canteen, ordering/purchasing stock, 
stocktaking, coordinating and managing volunteers, preparing a monthly report for P&C meetings. 
 
Essential experience: 
 Experience in food preparation 
 A genuine love of cooking and pride in food presentation. 
 Experience in dealing with suppliers, preparing orders, maintain stock levels on a FIFO basis and other duties 

relevant to the successful day to day running of the canteen. 
 The ability to work within specific time frames. 
 Food/hospitality training and experience. 
 Demonstrated organisational and customer service skills. 
 Cash handling and financial management experience. 
 Computer literacy. 
 NSW Working With Children Check. 
 Awareness of WH&S obligations. 
 Must have a current NSW driver’s license. 
  
The successful applicant will be creative and imaginative in their menu planning within the guidelines of the 
Department of Education policies.  
 
Candidates with a Certificate I or II in Food Safety and knowledge of the Nutrition in Schools policy will be highly 
regarded. 
  
The successful applicant will be required to sign a Contract of Duties before commencing employment. 
  
If you are looking for great hours while working in a friendly, rewarding environment please forward your cover letter 
together with your resume and two referees who are able to discuss your professional abilities and suitability for this 
position. 
 
Email applications to: irrawanghighschoolcanteen@gmail.com 
 
 Applications close:   Friday 3rd November 2017 

mailto:irrawanghighschoolcanteen@gmail.com


 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Upcoming Events at 
Raymond Terrace Bowling Club 
(Great sponsors of our school!) 



 

 

Raymond Terrace  Bowling Club 

Raymond Terrace  Bowling Club 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IHS Supporters 
DYSLEXIA OR LEARNING DIFFICULTIES? 

 

Some children experience reading and learning difficulties as 
a result of visual perception problems caused by 

 
Irlen Syndrome/Scotopic Sensitivity 

 
Irlen Syndrome can cause Dyslexia and difficulties with: 

IRLEN DIAGNOSTIC CLINIC NEWCASTLE 
 

 Reading  Spelling  Writing 

 Comprehension  Concentration  Ball Sports 

 Fatigue  Eye Strain  Headaches 

Regional Clinics  

Singleton:  49556904 
Taree:  0409 653 700 
Coffs Harbour:   0437698559 

Suite 3/136 Nelson Street 
Wallsend  2287 

www.irlendyslexia.com Phone:  49 556904 

OPAL card information 
 
Who needs to apply? 
An application is needed if the student: 

 Has not had a travel pass before 

 Is moving from Year 6 to Year 7 

 Is changing schools 

 Is changing address 
 
How to apply 

 Complete the application at transportnsw.info/school-
students (this is the easiest way to apply) 

 Once completed online, this will generate a report to the 
school so we can approve the application 

 Once approved, the School Opal Card will be sent to the 
address provided on the application within 10 business 
days 

 

To report a lost, stolen or damaged Opal card 

 Go to www.apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/reportPass and 
follow the instructions to Replace School Opal Card 

 DO NOT apply for a new Opal card 

 Please allow up to 10 business days to receive your card.  
An email will be sent to your nominated email address that 
confirms you have ordered a replacement School Opal 
Card.  Please keep this email for your records. 

 

For any further enquiries regarding your application, please send 
an email to concessions@transport.nsw.gov.au or contact 
Transport on 131500. 

A BIG thank you to our  
Raymond Terrace  

Community PBL sponsors: 



 

 

 

IHS Supporters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Irrawang High School 
FREE School Phone App 

How to Install Our School App 

On Apple 

 On your iPhone open the app store 

 Search for our school name 

 Press Install 

 Enter your iTunes password 

 It will commence downloading immediately 
Android/Google Play 

 On your Smartphone open the Android/Google Play mar-
ket 

 Search for our school name 

 Press install 

 Your app will start installing instantly 
To Open Our School App 

 Look for our schools app icon on your phone screen 

 Press the icon once 

 It will open automatically 

 When prompted select yes to receive notifications and use 
your location (this will make sure the google maps and pop
-up alerts work for you) 

If you encounter troubles 

 Shut down the app and or your phone to refresh the 
phones memory 

 Uninstall your app and reinstall it 

 Contact www.activeschoolapps.com.au/support for help 
within 48 hours. 

Did you know that you can make payments to your child’s 
school online? 

 
We have launched a new online payment portal linked to 
our school’s website to make it easier for you to pay for 
school related payments.  This is a secure payment page 
hosted by Westpac. 
 
WHEN MAKING ONLINE PAYMENTS, PLEASE ENSURE YOU ARE 

CLICKING ON IRRAWANG HIGH WEBSITE NOT IRRAWANG 

PUBLIC WEBSITE. 
 

What expenses can be paid online? 
 Voluntary School Contributions 
 Subject Contributions 
 Excursions 
 Sport 
 Creative and Practical Arts 
 Sales to Students 
 Other 
 

When? 
This payment method has now gone live. 
 

How? 
Log onto our school site: http://www.irrawang-
h.schools.nsw.edu.au/home. On the pale green tab along the top 
of the home page Click on “Make a Payment” and follow the 
prompts to make a payment via Visa or MasterCard. 

http://www.activeschoolapps.com.au/support


 

 

 

IHS Supporters 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAID ADVERTISING 

Irrawang’s newsletter 
contains paid 
advertisements, which 
assist with the cost of 
publication.  The 
publication of such 
advertisements does not 
imply endorsement of any 
product or service by the 
NSW Department of 
Education or Irrawang High 
School. 



 

 

 

IHS Supporters 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Does your child need an extra hand with 
English or Maths? 

Sometimes children fall behind at school.  They may 
have moved from another state, changed classes, or 
something else has happened in their life beyond your 
control.  For whatever reason they then begin to struggle 
with their work at school, with their homework and with 
their exams.  This can be frustrating for both them and 
you as a parent. 

Kip McGrath specialises in helping children catch up to 
where they need to be in English and Maths.  The 
resources we use are specifically designed to do this 
job.  And the reason we only use qualified teachers, is 
that they have the tools and skills to accelerate your 
child’s learning, so that any gaps are closed as quickly 
as possible. 

We complement what is done at school to help your 
child.  Your school gives your child an essential 
foundation in education across a wide range of subjects 
and developmental activities.  Our job is to give your 
child an extra hand when they need to catch up … for 
whatever reason.  So together we can help your child 
reach their full potential. 

If your child is experiencing these frustrations and they 
need an extra hand in English or Maths, then call 
Christine to see how we can help. 

4983 1000 

www.kipmcgrath.com.au/raymond-terrace 

The Real Futures Foundation is a non-profit organisation which has 
an established track record of helping to inspire and motivate 
students in Port Stephens to either stay in school and increase 
their educational engagement and attainment, or choose a 
positive pathway that enables successful transition to 
employment, further education or training. 

 

Have you changed your personal details? 
 

In order to keep our records up-to-date, if your student has any 
change in their personal details eg doctor, medical condition, 
emergency contact, telephone no., address etc, please inform the 
school ASAP.   
 
 



 

 

 

IHS Supporters 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Koryu Uchinadi Kenpo Jutsu 

Practical,  Application - Based Martial Arts 
 

Full time training centre now open at : 
9 Kangaroo St  

Raymond Terrace 
 

Classes for Juniors (4-7yo),  
Youths (8-15yo), mixed age &  adults.                                                                       

Open 5 days a week. 
 

Koryu Uchinadi Teaches: 
Strikes, Kicks, Throws, Joint Locks, 

Strangles & Grappling 

Koryu Uchinadi Develops: 
Health & Fitness, Self Confidence &  

Self Discipline 
 

Ph Sensei Bob King - 49964700 or 0416197644  
www.kunewcastle.com 

Abundance Auto Recycling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you got 

an old car or caravan around your place that you want 

removed? 

Let Brett take all the hassle and worry away from you and 
get the job done quickly and without any fuss. 
 

Specialising in removal of car bodies, caravans and small 
trucks from Newcastle, Port Stephens and Lake Macquarie 
areas. 

 
Contact Brett on: 

0417067080 

15 Port Stephens St Raymond Ter-

http://www.kunewcastle.com/
http://www.kunewcastle.com/
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VISITORS TO  
IRRAWANG HIGH SCHOOL 

 
Visitors should not enter school playgrounds without the 
issue of a visitors pass from the front office. 
 
NB:  Teaching staff are not always available,   
  therefore it would be appreciated if   
  appointments were made beforehand. 

RAYMOND TERRACE 
WINDSCREEN SERVICES 
Does your windscreen need repairing 
quickly? Look no further than Geoff 
Foot to help you out with his same day 
mobile service. 

 

cars * trucks * buses * 4WDs * plant 
machinery  

* custom cars * custom auto glass 

Also insurance and emergency 
work and servicing ALL areas 

Locally owned and operated for 20 years 

P: 0427833269 

E: ka.foot@bigpond.com 

 

Term 1 Friday 27 January - Friday 7 April 

Term 2 Monday 24 April - Friday 30 June 

Term 3 Monday 17 July - Friday 22 September 

Term 4 Monday 9 October - Tuesday 19 December 

*School Development Days occur at the beginning of Terms 1, 2 and 3 and the last 
two days of the school year.  Please check with the school, as schools may vary 
some of these dates. 

NSW Government Schools  
Term Dates - 2017 

mailto:ka.foot@bigpond.com


 

 
 

have you changed your address? - please let us know 

 
Name:      ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
  
email:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Phone:  ………………………………………………… 
 
Mobile:  ...…………………………………………….. 

Student’s Name: …………………………………………………….. 
 
Year:  …………………………. 
 
 
 

If you hold a bus pass, please see staff in the Photocopy Room 

 
POSTAGE 

PAID 

  

 Irrawang High School 
 MOUNT HALL ROAD 
 RAYMOND TERRACE  NSW  2324 




